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TWOPIANISTS
Thursday, January 19, 2017, 7:30pm

Goldberg Variations, BWV 988  J. S. Bach (arr. Rheinberger/Reger) 

Intermission 

Prélude, Aria et Final FWV 23  César Franck (arr. R. Silvestri)

Souvenirs Op. 28  Samuel Barber (arr. A. Gold and R. Fizdale) 
Waltz
Schottische
Pas de Deux 
Two Step 
Hesitation Tango 
Galop

ABOUT TWOPIANISTS
Often compared to the fabled piano duos of Ashkenazy-
Previn and Argerich-Freire (American Record Guide), the 
Magalhães-Schumann duo, best known as TwoPianists, is 
one of the finest chamber music ensembles on African soil. 
Comprised of established Stellenbosch-based musicians Luis 
Magalhães and Nina Schumann, TwoPianists was formed 
in 1999 while both were under the tutelage of maestro 
Vladimir Viardo. Since then, TwoPianists has toured 
extensively throughout the United States, Europe, China, 
and Japan, in addition to numerous performances in their 
home country of South Africa. As TwoPianists, they have 
also given both in South Africa and abroad, including master 
classes at New York’s Juilliard School. In 2014, TwoPianists 
assumed the role of Yamaha International Artists, reflecting 
their growing prestige in the musical world. 

The ensemble’s debut recording, comprising the full works 
for two pianos by Rachmaninov and released by Universal 
Music, established their reputation as recording artists. 
Their second release, consisting of virtuoso showpieces 
and released on their own label, has further cemented that 
position and was described by MusicWeb International 
as “thrilling and flamboyant, tender and passionate, 
vibrant and dynamic.” Their third recording is a nod to 
their parallel careers as soloists: Bach’s monumental 
Goldberg Variations, in piano duo format. Their latest 
release, American Intersections, celebrates the diversity of 
American music in the 20th century. As soloists, Schumann 
and Magalhães boast a joint résumé that includes 
performances at the Shenzhen Concert Hall, Tonhalle 
Zürich, Cleveland Museum of Art, and the Wigmore 

Hall. They have also performed and recorded with an 
astonishing array of musicians, including Bryn Terfel, 
Michelle Breedt, Daniel Rowland, Frank Stadler, Priya 
Mitchell, Benjamin Schmid, Alissa Margulis, Damarre 
McGill, Abel Pereira, Claudio Bohórquez, Mirijam Contzen, 
Gareth Lubbe, Carol Wincenc, Ivan Monighetti, Wolfgang 
Emanuel Schmidt, Leon Bosch, and Jeff Bradetich.

A native of Portugal, Magalhães’s prodigious talent at 
the keyboard was fostered by a line of eminent teachers, 
including Vladimir Viardo. He has also received high-
profile master class tuition from musicians such as Paul 
Badura-Skoda and Alicia de Larrocha. Schumann was born 
and raised in picturesque Stellenbosch in South Africa. 
En route to studying under Viardo at the University of 
North Texas, and having benefited from the guidance of 
piano pedagogues Lamar Crowson and Vitaly Margulis, 
Schumann scooped up virtually every major South African 
music prize offered.

Their services to the South African musical community 
include the founding of an independent record label, 
TwoPianists Records. This exciting venture has won both 
praise and awards in South Africa and internationally. In 
2004, they founded the Stellenbosch International Chamber 
Music Festival, which has become one of most important 
classical music festivals in Africa. Given their success, it 
isn’t surprising that more than music binds TwoPianists: 
Magalhães and Schumann are husband and wife.


