
 

 

THE BLACK IRIS PROJECT PRESENTS  

JEREMY MCQUEEN’S MADIBA AT THE KENNEDY 
CENTER OPERA HOUSE 

  The classical ballet will be performed during the week-long Ballet Across America series 
April 19-21, 2017. 

"What impresses me most about Jeremy is his very clear vision as an artist and 
citizen. Jeremy's goal is to celebrate human diversity not only by creating opportunity for 
dancers of color, but more importantly to create ballets and dances that tell stories about 
people of color. It is not enough to incorporate and highlight diversity within our dancing 
ranks, the ballet and dance cannon needs to expand by including more stories that resonate 
with and are about people of color." 
                                               —Meg Booth, The Kennedy Center 

New York City, February 10, 2017 – The Black Iris Project has been selected by guest 
curator and American Ballet Theatre principal dancer Misty Copeland to perform 
Jeremy McQueen’s socially-relevant classical ballet, MADIBA , at the historic Kennedy 
Center Opera House during the week-long Ballet Across America series, April 19-21, 2017.  

Based on the life of the humanitarian and political icon Nelson “Madiba” Mandela, MADIBA  is 
a classical ballet that take Mandela’s experience as an avid activist and encourages others to 
discover the value and purpose in their lives just as he did, despite his 27-year prison 
sentence. Paralleling Mandela’s teachings, MADIBA  invokes the sense that each individual 
can and should believe that their lives make a positive difference in the world. This 
story—told through the intersection of movement, music, and aesthetic—works to empower 
any audience members who have ever felt ignored or rejected by society to reclaim their 
hope and create change. 

"I'm not a freedom fighter. I'm not that type of person that you will see walking down the 
street holding a picket sign… But I believe I protest in my own way through creating works 
of art that amplify not only my own state of being, but also amplify our range of what we 
can say." 
                         —Jeremy McQueen in an  interview with the Village Voice 

MADIBA  elevates Black men and women by featuring Black artists in various outstanding 
artistic capacities. Presenting a cast of 14 dancers from world-class ballet companies, 
MADIBA ’s story is led by Washington Ballet's Andile Ndlovu, a native of Johannesburg, 
as Nelson Mandela. At the opera house, MADIBA  will be accompanied by the Kennedy 
Center Opera House Orchestra with guest conductor Darin Atwater, Baltimore native 
and notable Black conductor, at its helm. The ballet’s original classical score, written by 
award-winning composer Carman Moore, was originally commissioned by the American 
Composer’s Orchestra solely as an orchestral composition, and premiered in February 
2015 at Carnegie Hall to immense accolades. Rounding out this Black cadre of artisans are 
Yale School of Drama alumnus Montana Levi Blanco and Alan C. Edwards as costume 
designer and lighting designer, respectively. Off-stage, MADIBA  is comprised of an entire 
team of artistic collaborators who are Black men. 

 

 

http://www.villagevoice.com/arts/black-iris-project-soars-into-its-debut-season-with-a-plan-to-buck-ballet-s-traditions-8678298


 

 

MADIBA ’s success began in July 2016, when The Black Iris Project held a sold out preview 
performance and discussion, with members of the ballet's creative team, at the Schomburg 
Center for Research in Black Culture moderated by arts activist Susan Fales-Hill. With 
generous support from the Rockefeller Brothers Fund, MADIBA was developed over the 
course of a year, including a 10-day developmental residency at the Rockefeller Brother’s 
Pocantico Estate, and premiered on July 27, 2016 within The Black Iris Project’s debut 
self-produced New York season at New York Live Arts. Now, the collective looks forward 
to celebrating Black artists in the nation’s capital city during their performances at the 
Kennedy Center. 

 

Tickets to see MADIBA  in the Ballet Across America series are currently on sale. Go to 
www.kennedy-center.org/calendar/event/BRBSF to purchase.  

 

There will be an Opening Night Gala showcasing all six companies from both BAA programs, 
in which McQueen has been commissioned by the Kennedy Center to create a new ballet on 
select dancers from American Ballet Theatre's Jacuquline Kennedy Onassis School.  

 

ABOUT THE BLACK IRIS PROJECT  

Founded in 2016 by choreographer Jeremy McQueen, The Black Iris Project is a ballet 
collaborative and education vehicle which creates new, relevant classical ballet works that 
celebrate diversity and black history. Based in New York City, the project hosts a team of 
predominantly minority artists capable of delivering cross-discipline and wholly original 
works. Championing individuality, the collaborative harnesses the black community’s 
inherent creative spirit to encourage and inspire youth of color to pursue art, movement and 
music as an expressive outlet and a means for collective healing. In it’s inaugural year, The 
Black Iris Project has been awarded funding from the Rockefeller Brothers Fund, New Music 
USA and CUNY Dance Initiative. 
www.blackirisproject.org 

ABOUT JEREMY MCQUEEN 

Founder and Artistic Director of The Black Iris Project, Jeremy McQueen is an award-winning 
emerging choreographer. A 2013 recipient of the Joffrey Ballet of Chicago’s Choreographers 
of Color Award and two-time finalist of the Capezio Award for Choreographic Excellence, 
McQueen’s work has appeared at Jacob’s Pillow Dance’s Inside/Out series (in 2012 & 2013), 
Dancers Responding to AIDS’ Fire Island Dance Festival, the Young Choreographer’s 
Festival, and more. McQueen has appeared in the Broadway National Tours of Wicked and 
The Color Purple, in addition to the Metropolitan Opera’s productions of Die Fledermaus, 
Aida, Les Contes d’Hoffmann, and Don Giovanni. McQueen has recently taught ballet for ABT 
and Ailey’s educational outreach programs. A graduate of The Ailey School/Fordham 
University B.F.A Program, he’s received additional training as a scholarship recipient with 
American Ballet Theatre, San Francisco Ballet and Alonzo King’s LINES Ballet.  
www.JeremyMcQueen.com 
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ABOUT THE KENNEDY CENTER 

The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts is America’s living memorial to 
President Kennedy. Under the guidance of Chairman David M. Rubenstein, and President 
Deborah F. Rutter, the nine theaters and stages of the nation’s busiest performing arts 
facility attract more than three million visitors to more than 3,000 performances each year, 
while center-related touring productions, television, and radio broadcasts reach 40 million 
more around the world. The Center produces and presents performances of music, dance, 
comedy, and theater; supports artists in the creation of new work; and serves the nation as 
a leader in arts education. The Center and its affiliates stage more than 400 free 
performances by artists from throughout the world each year on the Center’s main stages, 
and every day of the year at 6 p.m. on its Millennium Stages, which are also streamed live, 
online. To learn more about the Kennedy Center, please visit www.kennedy-center.org. 

If you would like more information about The Black Iris Project, please contact Jeremy 
McQueen at jeremy@jeremymcqueen.com. 

http://www.kennedy-center.org/
mailto:jeremy@jeremymcqueen.com

